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SUBJECT: (A) DIEGO GARCIA: PREVIOUS PARLIAMENTARY EX- 
CHANGE; (B) DISPOSITION OF GAN 

REF: STATE 125499 MAY 1975 

1 . ROBERT COPMACK IN ECO DEPENSE DEPARTMENT CONFIRMS 
THAT LANGUAGE DEVELOPED AND AGREED UPON (REPTEL) POR CON- 
TINGENCY USE IN PARLIAMENT LAST MAY WAS IN PACT EMPLOYED 
BY DEPENSE MINISTER MASON AND OTHER GOVERNMENT MEMBERS. 
HANSARD PRINTED THE RESPONSES AND EXTRACTS WERE RECORDED 
IN THE PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS OP LONDON'S NEWSPAPERS. 

CORMACK SAID THE EXCHANGES, HOWEVER, DID NOT ATTRACT 
WIDESPREAD JOURNALISTIC ATTENTION AT THE TIME. 

2. ON ANOTHER TOPIC, CORMACK SAID UK EMBASSY IN WASHING- 
TON IS PREPARED TO BRIEP DEPARTMENT OFPICERS ON THE OUT- 
COME OF TALKS JANUARY 19 ON THE DISPOSITION OP HMG'S AIR 
BASE IN GAN. AS EXPECTED, MALDIVIAN VICE PRESIDENT 

MANIKU ASSURED PARLIAMENTARY UNDER-SECRETARY BRYNMOR JOHN 
THAT THE USE OF THE BASE WOULD BE DENIED TO OUTSIDE 
POWERS AND CONPIRMED THAT THE UK-MALDIVES DEPENSE AGREE- 
MENT WILL RUN UNTIL 1986. 
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